richard n koustas:

“I thought that the Sabbath was a 'type' - 

“Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath [days]: Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body [is] of Christ.” Col 2:16-17, that was fulfilled by Christ: Hebrews 4.

Am I missing something?”

GE:

Richard,

Certainly the Sabbath was and is “a 'type' ... that was fulfilled by Christ” – more than any other ‘type’.

I like the description, ‘eschatological’ for the Sabbath Day. I see the Sabbath Day’s eschatological essentiality in every act, or ‘work’, that God did on the Seventh Day Sabbath as described in both the creation-story and Fourth Commandment. Then the pinnacle, the acme, the perfection, of “all the works of God” (Hb.4:5) was, and is, and ever shall be, “the exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward according to the working of His mighty power which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead”. (Eph.1:19) This, the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, was and is and ever shall be, the creation of God “wrought”, that is, the creation of God “finished” and “perfected” and “blessed” and “sanctified” (Gn.2:3) through Christ’s “TRIUMPH” and “EXALTATION” over “principalities and powers” (Col.2:15, Eph.3:1). 

Jesus’ resurrection is the Rest of God of and on the Seventh Day, for only the ultimate of God’s works could “finish all the works of God”. The “exceeding greatness of God’s power” was God’s “rest” therefore – was the height of His “energising”, that is, the height of His “creating”. When Genesis 2 uses the words for describing the work of God’s resting, it maieutically and majestically  reaches forth to God’s final deed of perfection of all He had created and had ordered through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

One must be blind not to see the Sabbath typified, prophesied and promised the Redeemer of the creation of God – typified, prophesied and promised Jesus’ resurrection from the dead “in fullness of Sabbath’s time” to finish all the works of God. (Mt.28:1) Jesus Christ THUS and thus only, was, and is, and ever shall be, the “rest” God, on the Seventh Day of his creating the world, “rested”. God, then, rested, in Jesus the Redeemer-Creator, or, not at all rested. God, “in the beginning”, never “rested” being what He not always had been, is, and ever shall be – never “rested”, being “Creator” per se, not being the Redeemer-Creator, God in every respect. God is unchangeable, never is God not fully God; never is Creator without being Redeemer.

God’s “Sabbath”, that is, God’s “Rest DAY”, from this Truth, Christ the Rest of God, derives. “THEREFORE”, it says, “God on the Seventh Day rested and finished all the works he had performed, that is, had made and perfected”. God acted, “worked”, “in Him”, “through Him”, and, “TO, Him”! 

All the times of God are perfect and are present. From God’s Perfect Present flows all His Past and all His Future. Jesus Christ in resurrection from the dead, is, that pivotal Perfect Present of God’s time. And, God’s time, is man’s time He has made His own. (Karl Barth)

Hence the rotation of all time around God’s Rest in Jesus Christ, “on the Seventh Day”. All time centres around God’s Seventh Day, BECAUSE OF, Jesus Christ in resurrection from the dead. Hence, the “weekly cycle” – a concept indescribable other than by analogy of “all the works of God”, which in its totality and position of ultimate height of “energy” in perfect equilibrium with “all the works of God”, is the moment of God’s “Rest”.

The word “rest” in the creation story, tells it all because it tells of Jesus Christ Redeemer. By reason of this Truth only is the Seventh Day the Sabbath of the LORD your God. By reason of THIS Truth only, I say. In vain looking for works of God’s creating the worlds on the Seventh Day if not their perfection through Christ. On the Seventh Day God is the Subject, and the worlds object solely in time and perfection. No act of God of physical creating, and no reason of physical creation for God’s Sabbath-Rest is given in the creation story. What is physical there is time only – the time of the Seventh Day. The substance though of all God’s Sabbath’s acts / deeds / works, is His Rest. And because it is a spiritual rest it is typological and future: It all can but point to Jesus Christ in the acme of all God’s accomplishment in the resurrection of Him from the dead. It pinpoints the moment of the finishing of God’s creation, “on the Sabbath Day” / “Seventh Day”. It is filled with all of God’s own doing, with all of His own fulfilling, with all of His own perfecting – with all of His Own Rest.

This – the Christ event – for all eternity before, now, and after, EXCLUDES as Day of God’s Rest and Worship any day not the Day of Christ’s Work of Rest in Victory over death! This – the Christ event – for all eternity before, now, and after, ESTABLISHES as Day of God’s Rest and Worship the Seventh Day the Day of Christ’s Work of Rest in Victory over death! 

The Seventh day Sabbath ever promised, ever typified, ever covenanted, ever prophesied – against the forces of Nihil and of the realm of the dead – God’s Rest in Jesus Christ in resurrection from the dead, “once for all”.  

Graphically: ___+___ That explains why and how the Sabbath is a ‘type’. 

(And no bloodless, without Sacrifice ‘type’ either!)

Bob Ryan (answering richard n koustas):

“Yes you are missing the fact that the Lev 23 "annual sabbaths" that were "based on sacrifices that point to Christ" were the "types" that "predicted" the future suffering and death of Christ.

The weekly "memorial" Sabbath that was in effect "in Eden" (as Moody observes) was not a type or a "prediction" that perfect sinless obedient Adam would fail, would be totally depraved, would doom the human race to hell and would need a Savior.

Christ the Creator makes the day holy as the 7th day of the literal week. For in SIX days the LORD MADE... (mankind's week would be SIX days were it not for Christ the Creator's Sabbath).” 

Consider:

“Christ the Creator makes the day holy as the 7th day of the literal week.” 

GE:

Take yourself seriously on this your own point, Bob! What you’re saying here in one sentence sums up everything I’ve said above. You just for greater clarity may have added the word “Redeemer”: “Christ the Creator-Redeemer makes the day holy as the 7th day of the literal week.” And you may have added where and when in literal, actual fact, it “once for all” happened, namely, in the event and moment of “the exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward according to the working of His mighty power which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead”. (Eph.1:19) 

As simple as that. 

Here is God’s finishing and rest and blessing and sanctification of all His works of creation, and, of all its establishment once and for ever through the redemption and salvation of it in and through Jesus Christ in, and through resurrection from the dead.

Quoting BR in answer to EB:

“Yes you are missing the fact that the Lev 23 "annual sabbaths" that were "based on sacrifices that point to Christ" were the "types" that "predicted" the future suffering and death of Christ.”

Consider:

“based on sacrifices that point to Christ” 

GE:

Here’s the biggest difference between us, Bob, that you do not believe the Sabbath eschatological, while I do. You don’t esteem the Sabbath a type of Christ, and I acknowledge the Sabbath that honour above everything else. 

I think you’re the poorer for your viewpoint, and I much the richer for mine. 

Question though remains: Which is Scriptural? And I again think that for the sheer nature of it the eschatological Sabbath is better based in Scripture than the un-typological, and hence rather senseless, Sabbath. For all Scripture of Old holds the promise of God’s Christ. 

How would a Christian boast in the knowledge and conviction of the Sabbath Day were it not for God’s finishing, blessing, sanctification, perfecting and resting in Jesus Christ and through Him and by Him – were it not for the historical event of the Christ of God, and that, in the very resurrection of Him from the dead? That Christian would stand numb and dumb as regards the Sabbath Day. 

There indeed must be a difference between ‘ceremonial’ eschatology or typology, and non-ceremonial eschatology or typology. To find the difference one should first further define ‘ceremonial’, and the closer Scriptural description for ‘ceremonial’, obviously is “sacrificial”.

Then needless to say ‘ceremonial’ ‘types’ are types, as you say, “"based on sacrifices that point to Christ" ... the "types" that "predicted" the future suffering and death of Christ.” 

But this concept not nearly exhausts the potential or kinds of ‘types’ found in the Scriptures! There are many and great promises of God not based on sacrifices or ceremonies, “that point to Christ” and “that "predicted" the future suffering and death of Christ”. 

‘Types’ “based on sacrifices”, could only IMPLICATE the reaching of the ultimate objective they pointed to, namely the forgiveness of sin unto life restored – life which in the end only was restored in and by Christ’s resurrection from the dead! See it by faith, or by lack of faith, don’t. The vanquishing of and victory over suffering and death could not be seen, in the ‘types’ “based on sacrifices”, but could only be seen, by faith, in believing on strength of the unseen and invisible that showed forth the abolishing and extinction of suffering and death in and by the victory, triumph and exaltation of Jesus Christ. 

‘Types’ “based on sacrifices” could not by what happened in themselves describe or symbolize or provide –could not truly ‘typify’ or ‘point to’– that which happened in the triumph of God’s provision over suffering and death by and in the resurrection of Christ from the dead. That’s why ‘types’ “based on sacrifices” ceased! They were made obsolete and were replaced by that which was capable, which had the capacity and power to accommodate in itself the triumph of God over suffering and death, which harboured in the very event of it abundance of Life restored and revived from the dead. Not only did Christ suffer and die, but He triumphed and rose from the dead again and was exalted and glorified therein. Jesus Christ resurrected only, put a stop to all sacrifice by ceremony of the Old Dispensation because Jesus Christ in resurrection only, provided the Reality of Life after sin and death. 

What purpose could ‘types’ “based on sacrifices” further serve than still retrospectively to point to Christ, seeing Jesus not only suffered and died, but in fact rose from the dead?

This brings to the fore the other type of ‘type’, that which, pro-spectively, without blood, showed forth and still does show forth God in Victory in Jesus Christ, “to us-ward”! Never without “to us-ward”! In its fullness fulfilled, this ‘type’ shows, creates and reveals, the Redeemed in Christ in God. This ‘type’ –like the Sabbath Day– showed forth and still prospectively does show forth God in Victory in Jesus Christ in the People of God the New Creation and the Last Revelation: Behold the Lamb and those with Him standing on the sea of glass! Behold Life – Jesus Christ; behold the Living – the Body of Christ’s Own! Then notice where will be found the Sabbath Day being kept, as it is written: The Sabbath shall be a sign between Me and you, that you are my People, and I am your God. 

The Sabbath is as New Testament ‘type’, as it is Old Testament ‘type’ for it ever typifies but One and one thing: the Holy Union of Redeemer and Redeemed, the Church of Christ’s Elect.

The case with this type of ‘type’ is just the reverse as with the sacrificial ‘types’. Whereas the sacrificial types lost its blood-aspect in their fulfilment by Christ (Now the blood of sacrifices has become worthless by the blood of Christ.) ‘Type-without-blood’ however obtained the aspect of blood in its fulfilment by the sacrifice of Christ namely, in whose blood is the life of unconquerable and eternal life and salvation. The Life-type-Sabbath Day, New Testament, has been ratified by the blood of Christ, being ratified by his resurrection from the dead. The death-type-‘ceremonies’ / sacrifices, New Testament, has been nullified by the blood of Christ, being nullified by his resurrection from the dead. 

[Calvin’s big mistake was to sort the Sabbath Day with the blood-types. Therefore he consistently asserted the Sabbath in and by the resurrection of Jesus Christ on the Sabbath Day, was “abolished”.

The Seventh Day Adventists’ big mistake is they totally deny the Sabbath is a type of Christ.]

Because they themselves were ‘based on’ ‘suffering and death’, blood-types in themselves could only go so far as to “predict the future suffering and death of Christ” – they failed to show forth practically Christ’s victory over suffering and death. They were unable to.

So more and better, are there bloodless and without ritual or ceremony ‘types’ –living types– that pointed BEYOND the suffering and death of Christ, to the Christ triumphant and victorious by feat of resurrection from the dead (which ‘types’ “based on sacrifices”, could not do) such as and particularly the Sabbath Day in the dispensations of God.

The weekly "memorial" “Sabbath that was in effect in Eden"  was type and ‘prediction’ of Christ’s victory in resurrection from the dead, was a “memorial” that looked and pointed forward and brought to faith’s memory the great deeds of God in Jesus Christ: “And God on the Seventh Day rested; therefore God blessed the Seventh Day and hallowed it, in that He finished and fulfilled on it all the works He had made, even those works He had created”. This is faith’s memory of the great deeds of God in Jesus Christ. See it by faith, or by lack of faith, don’t.

Jesus was not only present on the Seventh Day of God’s creating as the Creator God; Jesus Christ was present there and then as the Creator God Redeemer: “In the beginning was the Word … the Same was in the beginning” – no half of Him, only Creator while not Redeemer – but “the Same”. See it by faith, or by lack of faith, don’t.

I hope that settles point one: The Sabbath IS, ‘type’ of Jesus Christ, and particularly, of Him in the resurrection of Him from the dead, meaning the Sabbath Day’s confirmation AFTER forgiveness of sin came by the blood of Christ unto eternal life by the very resurrection of Him from the dead.

